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Running Like a Cheetah

September brought a particularly meaningful recognition in Luanda, where I was admitted as a

member of the Academia Angolana de Letras. Joining an institution devoted to Angola's

literary and intellectual life is an honour I value greatly, and one that resonates with my

longstanding engagement with Lusophone Africa and its intellectual traditions.

I was also pleased to join the Board of the Arise IIP Foundation in Kigali. The Foundation's work

sits close to issues that have occupied much of my recent thinking: how Africa can move from

exporting raw materials to building industrial ecosystems, creating jobs and retaining more value

on the continent.

The Correct the Map campaign reached a decisive new milestone on 4 September when the

United Nations General Assembly backed the African-led resolution by 164 votes to one. After

years of advocacy and the earlier endorsement by African leaders, correcting the visual

distortion of Africa on world maps has now received overwhelming international recognition.

The moment also generated exceptional international coverage, including the Financial Times

and El País.

My latest contributions

The Conversation
In “Africa gets only 23% of the climate finance it needs - and pays too much for it,” first

published by The Conversation, I examined the striking mismatch between Africa's climate-

finance needs and what the continent actually receives, as well as the high cost at which much

of that finance is provided. The article travelled widely, with republications including Down To

Earth, allAfrica.com, Sowetan and Polity. A French version, “L'Afrique ne reçoit que 23 % du

financement climatique dont elle a besoin et paie le prix fort pour cela,” appeared in The

Conversation, with further French-language republications including Mondafrique and Presse-

toi à gauche.

New African/Le Magazine de l'Afrique
My recent arguments on industrialisation were taken up in “L'industrialisation de l'Afrique,

entre mythes, écueils et défis,” published by New African/Le Magazine de l'Afrique. The piece

revisits the 5-5-5 framing I have used to challenge conventional assumptions about Africa's

industrial path and to make the case for building broader ecosystems capable of creating and

retaining value across production, services, technology, finance and regional markets.

New African
The New African discussion of the New African Financial Architecture continued with “How

NAFAD will release and grow Africa's enormous latent capital”, where I explained why Africa's

financing challenge is not simply a shortage of capital, but also the institutional architecture

through which savings, guarantees, risk and investment are mobilised. A related French

contribution, “Une Nouvelle architecture pour multiplier l'accès aux capitaux,” appeared in Le

Magazine de l'Afrique.

Project Syndicate
For Project Syndicate, I contributed to “What Next for Global Climate Negotiations?”, a

collection of perspectives on the next phase of international climate diplomacy. My

contribution stressed the need to connect climate negotiations much more directly to

development strategy, economic transformation and the changing distribution of power in the

global economy.

El Pais
I was quoted in “International cuts to development aid foreshadow profound changes to the

system: ‘We are terrified of going back to the 1980s’,” published by El País, on what the sharp

retrenchment of international development assistance means for the aid system and for

African countries navigating a much less predictable external financing environment.

The Guardian
Also quoted me in “Fears mount that next UN chief will downgrade climate action,” in a

discussion about the place climate action may occupy in the leadership transition at the United

Nations and the wider geopolitical pressures now affecting international climate cooperation.

The High Street Journal
The demographic dimension of Africa’s structural transformation was another focus this

month. In “Africa’s Young Population Could Become Industrial Edge as Global Labour Force

Shrinks,” published by The High Street Journal, I discussed why Africa’s rapidly expanding

working-age population could become an important comparative advantage as labour forces

age and contract elsewhere, provided countries can translate demographic growth into skills,

productive employment and industrial capacity.

Agência de Notícias da Guiné
I also commented on the political situation in Guinea-Bissau for Agência de Notícias da Guiné in

“Carlos Lopes diz que fragilidade institucional alimenta instabilidade política na Guiné-Bissau”,

drawing attention to the institutional fragilities underlying the country’s recurrent political

instability.

My Videos and Podcasts

UN approves map projection showing Africa's

true size,SABC, 6 September

Watch Now

Why Africa receives just 23% of the climate

finance it needs, Moneyweb, 11 September

Listen Now

African Inequality Review launch, UNU-

WIDER, 15 September

Watch Now

The Map That Lied for 450 Years - And the

Guinean Who Debunked It, Voice of Bissau,

September 8

Watch Now

The United Nations finally gives Africa its true

place on maps of the world, CapeTalk, 6

September

Listen Now

Le Grand Entretien de Carlos Lopes, TéléSud,

19 September

Watch Now
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