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About The Africa Debate

Invest Africa is a leading pan-African business platform that promotes trade and investment 
across the continent. With over sixty years of history, our network is made up of more than 
400 global organisations, private investors, fund managers, family offices, policy makers 
and entrepreneurs. Together they share a desire to build opportunity across the African 
continent. As the trusted entry point into Africa, we support and connect business and 
investment through a unique range of services, from leading business conferences and 
bespoke trade and investment missions to sector specialist event programmes and 
consultancy projects.

The Africa Debate is London’s leading investment summit focused on Africa. Now in its 
9th year, this year’s programme will focus on the future of African trade, discussing and 
debating the continent’s trade profile in the wake of COVID-19 and a multitude of global 
economic shocks. The event will convene global businesses, private and public investment 
bodies, thought leaders, and policy makers for a series of conversations on the future of 
African trade.

2023 Overview
Africa’s trade outlook is at a crossroads. On the one hand, supply chain disruptions 
stemming from the pandemic, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and US-China competition 
paint a gloomy picture. Indeed, a global permacrisis with the continent’s resource-intensive 
economies highly exposed in terms of debt risks and commodities shocks. However, the 
continent also finds itself perhaps more resilient to trade and economic shocks than ever 
before, with African countries aligning trade and investment policies behind the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The Africa Debate 2023 will bring together leaders 
from across the continent to discuss the future of African trade and how the private sector 
can best support and prepare for a more integrated – and more competitive – African trade 
environment.
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09:00 Welcome Address

09:15 Africa in the Global Economy: Challenges and Opportunities

From supply chain disruptions stemming from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to 
the lingering effects of COVID-19 to business and consumer price pressures, 
2023 is sure to bring a multitude of challenges and opportunities to Africa. 
However, the continent is perhaps better placed to avoid an economic slump 
than in previous years – boosted by strong global commodity prices and 
continent-wide economic integration efforts. Our opening will unpack the 
major trends facing Africa in 2023.

09:35 Country Spotlight: Interview with an African Head of State

10:15 Break

10:45 African Trade Overview: Interview with a Senior Trade Official

11:25 Debate: Closing Africa’s $100bn Trade Financing Gap

Trade is a fundamental driver of any economy, but a lack of affordable trade 
finance is holding Africa back from taking advantage of opportunities in global 
value chains. COVID-19 exacerbated the continent’s trade financing gaps, 
rising from about $80 billion per year to $100 billion and limiting companies’ 
abilities to facilitate trade and commerce on and with the continent – especially 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). In this panel, speakers will discuss 
and debate the best path forward to close Africa’s trade finance gap as well as 
innovative ways to help African companies – especially SMEs – reduce trade-
related transaction costs.

12:25 Lunch
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13:10 Debate: Building a Comprehensive Digital Trade Strategy for Africa

Despite tremendous advancements in digital trade and e-commerce across 
Africa in recent years, the continent remains constrained by limited broadband 
coverage, a lack of access to financial services, and internet governance 
challenges. The AfCFTA protocol on digital trade could provide a framework 
for the convergence of domestic and regional policies. In this panel, speakers 
will discuss and debate the best path forward for a digital trade strategy for the 
continent, focusing in part on the 7th protocol of the AfCFTA on e-commerce.

14:10 Debate: Embracing ESG in African Trade

From the expanding web of ESG regulatory initiatives to the spread of 
international finance taxonomies to the surge in government efforts to 
drive private capital and public funds to sustainable development initiatives, 
the ESG landscape is changing across Africa. Implications for African trade 
are significant, with the continent’s trading system central to its efforts to 
stimulate economic growth and reduce poverty. But how are ESG pressures 
influencing African trade and how can governments and companies operating 
across the continent embrace ESG as a driver of sustainable development 
rather than a compliance tick box? In this panel, speakers will discuss and 
debate the interplay between ESG and African trade and the best way forward 
for a continental, ESG-embracing trade strategy.

15:10 Break

15:25 Strengthening UK-Africa Trade: A UK Government Perspective

15:40 Debate: Leveraging Critical Minerals to Advance African Trade

Demographic trends drive the economy. For example, captains of industry 
like Aliko Dangote built hugely successful enterprises on the strength of the 
continent’s infrastructure boom. Similarly, the ongoing global surge in demand 
for critical minerals brings with it opportunities for African corporates to 
strengthen their presence in critical minerals and metals value chains and, 
in turn, boost African trade. In this panel, speakers will discuss and debate 
Africa’s role in the supply of critical minerals, the geopolitics of critical mineral 
supply chains, and how the continent can strengthen its presence along the 
critical minerals value chain and build downstream capacity.
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16:40 Debate: Investing in Africa’s Future – Unlocking Finance to Drive Trade and 
Development

Capital flows to African markets reached new highs during the pandemic, 
but that trajectory looks unlikely to continue with fears of a global recession 
on the rise and the continent’s sources of external finance increasingly 
being called into question. What can be done to bolster capital flows to the 
continent? In this panel, speakers will discuss and debate innovative ways to 
strengthen Africa’s financial sector to promote growth and trade.

17:40 Closing Address

17:45 Drinks Reception


