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Running like a Cheetah
February was as busy as it could get with request
for me to join the group of economists that are
advising the French Presidency for the June
Summit President Macron will convene with G20,
G7 and others to discuss an overhaul in the
system of international finance. Climate finance
deficits are the main motivation for such moves.
The group known as “One Planet Lab” will make
proposals on far-reaching reforms that can bring
additionality. In the same vain I have accepted
the UAE Cop 28 Presidency to join the group of
advisers that can help steer the content for a
crucial Climate Conference later in the year. 2023
seems to be the year of major shifts in many
protracted multilateral discussions.

My latest Contributions

My Project Syndicate contribution on “Alternatives for middle-
income fossil-fuel exporters” was given special coverage by Times
of Kuwait,. Given the latter being an important oil producer this is
very pleasing. Main argument is that while oil and gas have
propped up the economies of countries like Nigeria, Mexico,
Ghana, and Argentina over the years, dependence on them has
led to a host of problems, from environmental pollution that harms
public health to overreliance on fossil-fuel exports at the expense
of the development of other sectors.

https://mailchi.mp/e262cb0b2145/running-like-a-cheetah-newsletter-10th-edition?e=dd7bcd4ee4
https://www.one-planet-lab.ch/
https://timeskuwait.com/news/alternatives-for-middle-income-fossil-fuel-exporters/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/timeskuwait.com/news/alternatives-for-middle-income-fossil-fuel-exporters/amp/


With a similar title “Helping middle-income energy exporters kick
the fossil-fuel habit” the Jordan Times also republished the piece.
Shifting away from fossil fuels is not only necessary to avert a
climate catastrophe, but also represents an opportunity to build a
healthier and more equitable future for all. But developed
countries must not expect middle-income fossil-fuel exporters to
give up their main revenue source without international
assistance. Ensuring that the net-zero transition does not leave
anyone behind is a moral imperative. It is also smart climate
policy.

I was interviewed by the prestigious French monthly Afrique
Magazine for a second time. The article “La réforme du système
financier international est inévitable » explains why the various
response mechanisms presented to African countries to deal with
their sovereign debt issues have failed. There is a need to shift
the debate to access to liquidity and risk evaluation patterns that
are biased against Africa.

My latest video and podcast

Just Transition: ambition
meets reality, Committee for
Development Policy, UN,
21 February

1st anniversary of the war in
Ukraine, Focus on Africa, BBC
World Service,
24 Feb (min 26,30)
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